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Mission Statement

The mission of the Lyon SWCD is to:

ÅEstablish programs that assist in the protection of the public health, safety and 

welfare through Soil & Water Conservation and Protection.  

ÅEncourage land occupiers to conserve and protect our soil and water resources, 

implement erosion, sediment control and water quality practices. 

ÅWe will promote conservation through education, trained personnel and 

supervisors.  

ÅThe SWCD will seek and implement conservation practices and programs that 

will benefit the landowner, the county, watershed and nation.

Priorities of the Lyon SWCD

The Lyon SWCD has established that the priority concerns of the SWCD are as follows:

ÅPrevent Wind, Water & Soil Erosion

ÅImprove Water Quality & Promote Water Conservation

ÅPromote Conservation & Resource Programs

ÅPromote Energy Conservation

ÅImprove Wildlife Habitat

These priorities are mirrored in the Lyon Co. Comprehensive Water Management Plan that serves 

as the Lyon SWCD Comprehensive 5 year work plan.



Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Tree sales/planting and matting

State Cost Share program Grant Applications

Rainfall Monitoring Program Outstanding Conservationist Award

Displays at fairs and Sportsman Shows Buffer cost share programs

Clean Water Legacy Grant Programs Water Quality Incentive Program

Tax Forfeited Land review Wetland Conservation Act administration

DNR water permit reviews Newsletters and Press releases

Educational programs Environmental Fair

Lyon SWCD Web site Feedlot Inventory

Beginning Farmers ~ loan Program AgBMP Loan Program

Annual Plan and Reports for public information Assistance in Conservation Planning projects

Alternative Intake Conversion Cost Share Conserving Use acres for conservation projects

Environmental Quality Incentive Programs (EQIP)

Conservation Security Program (CSP) Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

Conservation Plans Status Reviews ofprojects & Programs

PROGRAMS available through the Lyon Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) & the

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 



Funding Source # of Projects
Phosphorus 

lbs/Yr

Sediment 

Reduction Tons/Yr

Alternative Intakes:

CWF/Redwood Cottonwood Watershed  

and 

Lyon Co Waterplan Funds

46 180 32

Waterways installed:

State C/S Lyon SWCD/Federal 

Incentive Programs

4 20 86

Yellow Medicine CWL 4 85 75

Water & Sediment Basins:

Yellow Medicine CWL 8 5.78 6.6

Redwood/Cottonwood CWL 4 42.17 178.5

RCRCA CWL 319 8 106 92



*These practices do not have calculations for soil, sediment or phosphorus reductions.  While they may 

provide all of these benefits, accurate means on calculating has yet to be developed.  

ÅThe Shelterbelt plantings provide protection to building sites, livestock, human activities, wildlife and 

protect roads.

ÅThe Well sealing projects provide protection to the groundwater by eliminating direct access of 

pollutants.

ÅThe Nutrient Management Plans provide guidance in application of fertilizers that only provide what the 

soils need for crop production eliminating over use of products that have the potential of polluting our 

surface and groundwater.

Nutrient Management Plans:

Redwood/Cottonwood CWL 12 * *

Dams, New and Repairs:

Redwood Cottonwood CWL 2 196 257

Well Sealing:

Lyon SWCD c/s 23 * *

Windbreaks:

Lyon SWCD C/S/Federal Incentive 

Programs

16.80acres

20 sites

* *

Ag Waste Facilities:

Feedlot Water Quality Grant, Lyon 

SWCD

1 35.6

Totals 132 

projects

670.55 

lbs/year

727.10 Tons/year



Practice Accomplishment

Conservation Plans written 10,200 acres

Cropland with conservation practices to improve Soil Quality 11,420 acres

Land with conservation practices applied to improve Water Quality 10,417 acres

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans /Federal Programs 46/5918 acres

Grazing land with conservation plans and practices 660 acres

Conservation Practices that improve fish and wildlife habitat 2987 acres

Wetlands created, restored and/or enhanced 89 acres

Composting facilities constructed 2

Closure of Ag Waste Facility 1

Conservation Cover practices installed 397 acres

Conservation Crop Rotation plans applied 7822 acres

Small impoundment Structures installed 6

Diversions constructed 1100 feet

Fence installed from grazing plans, controlled access 11,700 feet

Filter Strip practices 93 acres

Grassed Waterways installed 12 acres

Pest Management plans 4045 acres

Residue Management 982 acres

Restoration and Management of Rare of Declining Habitats 191 acres

Underground outlets installed with projects 24 

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 2443 acres

Waste Storage Facilities 4

Water & Sediment Control Basins 14

Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation 1130 feet



Practice # of Loans $ôs Used

Ag Waste facilities & Manure Handling Equipment 5 $196,424

Conservation Tillage Equipment 4 $310,124

AgBMP Low interest loan program:  Provides 3% loans to Lyon County residents to install or purchase equipment that will protect 

or resources.  Applications must meet the goals and objectives of the Lyon County Compressive Water Plan Applicants can be 

approved for up to $100,000 and may have up to 10 years to repay the loan.  Funds repaid are eligible to be utilized for additional 

projects for 10 years.  New applications are made the SWCD each year for additional funding.  

Loans approved in 2009:

To date we have $1.5 Million dollars in active loans to Lyon County residents for practices that provide phosphorus reductions and 

soil/sediment reduction.

Clean Water Legacy Applications:

Lyon SWCD with Redwood, Lincoln, & Yellow Medicine SWCD applied for and successfully received 4 CWL grants 

to install conservation practices that will implement the goals of the Lower MN Dissolved Oxygen TMDL plans.  

Funding is administered by Redwood SWCD(Redwood/Cottonwood watershed) and Lyon SWCD(Yellow Medicine 

watershed) for these grants.  The funding is available in each of the member SWCD for projects that were identified 

in the grant applications.

For the Yellow Medicine River Watershed:

Active Grants include: 

ÅBWSR Grant $120,000.00 for installation of conservation practices and alternative intakes, Administered by Lyon 

SWCD

ÅMPCA 319 grant for $33,150.00 for installation of sediment basins and waterways in the watershed.  Administered 

by Lyon SWCD

ÅMPCA 319 grant for conservation practices in the Lower Yellow Medicine River watershed  Funds available 

$127,225.56 Administered by Yellow Medicine River Watershed

For the Redwood Cottonwood River Watershed:

Active Grants include:

ÅBWSR Grants:  $107,098.00 Administered by Redwood SWCD

ÅMPCA 319 funds:  $37,128.00 was used by Lyon SWCD other funds were used by Area II dam projects.  The Area 

II projects received also some EQIP funding and assistance from Technicians of the NRCS and SWCD office.  

These funds are administered by the RCRCA Joint Powers Group.



Source of Cost Share funds used for Lyon County projects

Funds Amount

Lyon SWCD regular cost share $63,222.00

MPCA 319 funds for the Yellow Medicine River watershed, administered by Lyon SWCD $12,196.00

Clean Water Legacy, Yellow Medicine River watershed, administered by Lyon SWCD $3,883.00

CWL, Public funds grant $53,025.00

CWL/Redwood & Cottonwood watershed, administered by Redwood SWCD $88,286.00

RCRCA/ MPCA 319 funds $37,128.00

Lyon Co Water Plan to Alternative intakes $1,427.00

Conservation Security Program(CSP) incentive payments in 2009 $56,508.00

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) payments in 2009 $432,367.00

TOTALS $748,042.00



SWCD contributions toward Water Plan Goals

Goals SWCD Water Plan goal #

ÅImpaired Waters ~   
Yellow Medicine River South 
Branch Fecal bacteria & 
Dissolved Oxygen TMDL
-------------------------------
ÅRedwood Cottonwood River
Watershed, dissolved 
oxygen, fecal, turbidity

EngineeringAg Waste/ 3 projects
Alternative Intakes /4 conversions
Waterways, SedBasins / 12 projects
Newsletters & Articles / 4 published
-----------------------------------------------------
Alternative intakes / 46 conversions

Nutrient Management Plans / 12

1
15 (thru current plan period)

unspecified
unspecified
----------------------------------
5 per year

unspecified

HydrologicSystem 
Management (Flooding)

Impoundment Structures / 6 completed

Wetlands: restored, created or 
enhanced / 89 acres

Wetland Conservation Act:
29.26 ac. of buffers 
5.52 ac. of water qualitytreatment
210 landowner contacts

2 per year for 10 years

100 acres over 10 years

Protect 100 acres of 
wetlands over10 years



Goals SWCD Water Plan Goals

Groundwater 
Protection

Well sealing / 23 through State Cost 
Share program

Well Protection planning / Assist and 
member of planning  Balaton

Water protection and conservation 
education / Newsletters, Educational 
Events  6 items

30 wells per year

As needed

As needed

Nutrient Load 
Reduction

Feedlot Inventory:assisting Lyon Co. 
Environmental Office

Feedlot upgrades to protect water 
quality / 7 completed in 2009

AgBMP loans for feedlot upgrades and 
manure handling equipment / 4 

Grazing Management /
6 landowners, 660 acres

Nutrient Management Plans / 16 

2-4 per year

Unspecified

2 per year

4 



Goals SWCD Water Plan Goals

Nutrient Load 
Reduction (continued)

Conservation Security Program (CSP) 
Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP)as of 2009 / 20 landowner
contracts

Conservation Tillage Equipment 
purchased through AgBMP loans / 6

Conservation Plans for Water Quality / 
10,417 acres in 2009

Unspecified

Unspecified

Unspecified



$27,664

$20,885

$40,419

$2,550$25,442

$36,914

$13,336

$53,025

$37,943
AgWaste Facilities

Waterways

Water & Sed Control Basins

Well sealing

Windbreaks

Sm Impoundment/dams

Alternative intakes

Streambank Stabilization

Nutrient Management Plans

Total State funding used in 2009:  $259,167.00
Federal Programs of EQIP & CSP provided $488,875.00 

for projects and incentive payments

TOTAL dollars going to Lyon County Landowners through our programs $748,042.00



Grassed Waterway, prior to construction ~ there is  278 acres of 
watershed flowing into this area.


